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TO THE CHRISTIAN 
READER. 


7 HE creation of our firſt Pa- 
| rents in the mage of * G OD, ©Gen.t, * 


152 Sh 


was bleſt with foare excellencies. F Job _ 


I. Reaſonable and immortall ,. 

ſoules oy ſpirits , called Þ the life cJo.x.q, 
of men. 2. Divine knowleage c, 4 Colgz. 
true wiſdome, d and holineſſe e, adorning their "2: ; 
ſoules , Wherein eSecially they reſembled their ft, > wes 
( reator. 3. Bodies enducd with beauty ſtrength, *, >, i 
and immortality , f anſwerable to their ſoules. g x. Cor, 
4. Dominion over the creatures g. When crea- 11.7. 

| ted bolineſſe Without teintare or ſinfull blemiſh þ Gen. 2, 

| ſhinedin them,they converſed familiarly with the = 

| God if glorious majeſtie,their corporall nakedueſſe 

| (no haviag traſgreſſed)cauſed nor their confuſion 

! of fuce,the perfettion of all parts added thereunto 

 aglorious ſeemlineſſe and decencie. God in them 

'5 found abſolute contentment i , they in God enjoyed i G:n.v. 

! * a full fruition and aſſurance of. the favourable 26: 
| Blisfull preſence k. Adams ſunttity by creation, *® al. 192 
| hu owninnocency audintegrity before his prevari- "” 
cation gave him to name | the ſonne of God. This jy 1 1. 

ſan-ſhip was accompanied with power difpoſutive, 4g, 

and ability preparative, with tkill and Will , ana 
| S'0 ſtrength 


ISIS 


The Epiſtle 
frength of grace to dot that which Was pleaſing 
 t6eAlmighty Goa. The xaturall ſonnes of mortall 
men, having (by eriginall- corruption , traduced 
from the loynes of Adam ) !ift this liberty unto 
4 that Which ts good, and contracted to them{clves 
an aptreſſe and 'proclivity unto all manner of 
Math evills, they can be but , as our Saviour ſaith m, 
Az. we workers of iniquitie. They cannet think a good 
| thought, (for that 1s gratia infuſa; ) xor Seak 4 
' © \ good word, ( for that 1s gratia effuſa ; ) nor doe a 

* obo4 work ,(for that #s gratia diffaſa.) 
' Wye that are Saintiby calling, and the ſonnes 
and daughters of a heavenly Father by iritnall 
.  repeneration,are by our natarall birth. abumina- 
: bly defiled with the blond of originall corruption. 
Ezek 16 5 Our Fathers were Amorites , our Mothers Hit- 
s tites. In this ſtate there is none that doth good, 
Jam.3.3. m0 z0t one, In many things ( ſaith S.James)wee 
_- offend all* nay, in all things we (inne all,com- 
a Eph,4. ming ſport of the glory of God , that is , of that 
17,18, 19. 7ighteouſneſſe and holineſſe which leadeth anto 
bay 44. glory. And albeit no man can juſtifie his owne 


_ inteority, ſaying . Mine heart is cleane, and my id 
4 _; A - - righteonſneſſe compleat and perfett, yet a renned | 
rao juſtified child of grace , from whom the Lok a. 
2.0. hath ta ken away the ® blinded minde , miſleading \| 
2 Cor. 87. ghe nnderflanding ©; that pravity of+ nature? þ 
eRom, 7. .:4* F 1c of bales Rees do od 

which benummed C of 'abafed he confcience d; es | 


3a 


2 I 630. thrallea e ana hardened the will; d:ſEnrbed , and Þ 


f lJam.4, 


Gal. 5,17, diſordered the affettions f," and having veftified | 
Job.15,16 and renned thoſe corporal fenſes, which Were tres | 
cherous 


—— 
» 


eta 


<7" nie. wei A, 


*”» _ 


M9. 


4.0 os. ts io ee RE 


PIE 
—_— —  — 


_—_P—_ 
Vaoiuedeth, et > 


NS Canis, Rh ty 


To the Reader. 


cherous Porters 8 to let in ſinne unto the ſoule jor 8 Math. 5; | 
forward inſtruments ro execate it h. This News. 29:30. 
borne Chriſtian , who hath not only the reſtrai- ® Rom. 3. 


ning, but renuing ſpirit , he may in aqualified 
ſenſe be [aid not to commit ſinne. For, 

1 Hys [innes committed are not imputed, bee 
cauſe in Chriſt he u juſtified. | 

2 (omparatively he ts no ſinner but a Saint, 
his erronrs and erregularitics not re{embling for 
nature and uegree others foule enormities. 

3 The New borne Chriſtian /e/dowe /in- 
neth purpoſely never plerary , With full aud plea= 
ſing coaſent ; neither rotally and finally untothe 
end,becanſe his ſeed remaineth in him. 

How farre Gods generall providence in the ef- 
feftuall reſtraining power of tire ſpirit , worketh 
in thera to preſerve them from (ine , and of what 

force the grace of regeneration 15 unto them , to 
keepe them nnſpotted of the world , and prepare 
them for growth unto full holineſſe , thou haſt 
(conyteorrs Reader) herein deſcribed & diſcovered 
anto thee. 

Hake ue of this Modell of Divine inſtrutti- 
0n5,apply the meditations thereof to thine ovvne 
heart and conſcience,then Gods grace prevailing 
in thee ſhalt thou not be indulgent to thy ſinfall 
corruptions , as others unrenuea z but intercept 
the conrſe,and ſtop the floudgates of finfull con- 
cupiſcence , from making an inundation t9 0Ure 
ſpread thy ſoule: then ſhalt thou not favour fiune, 
foffer,or harbour it Within thine heart , but de= 
Y reſtiag, 


13, 
6.12.13, 


1 Joh.3.9 


The Epiſtle 
reſting, rrſeſt it couragionſly: being at any time 
through thine ovne infirmities, and Sathans tems 
ptations,draWwne to commit ſin , thou ſhalt doe it 
anwillingly grieve for it heartily ,weepe with Pe- 
ter bitterly ,endevonring conſtantly for the time 
ro come,to hold faſt thine innocencie, to preſerve 
thine integritie , and in all things to approve thy 
ſelfe unto thy heavenly Father,by a gracious an- 
tipathie and contrariety unto ſin , by holintſſe of 
affeftion , and pliableneſſe of imitation , ſs from 
thy religious converſation ſhalt thox reap the 
bleſſings of thu life health,vealth.peace, ana proe 
Sperity;grace,qoy godly contentment, the aſſurance 
of thy ſennes remiſſion, and ſoules ſalvation: how- 
foever,in the life to come thou ſhalt be ſure to re- 
ceive thy reward having purged thy ſelfe as God 
7s pure,and beheld Gods face in righteonſneſſe , in 
the reſurrettion when thou awakeſt, thou ſhalt be 
ſatisfied with his image, and by beholding of it, 
fhalr be changed into the ſame from glory ro gliry. 


Farewei, 


Thinein the Lord Jeſus, 
G. D. 
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£2S2TIS3IIISIICTEE 
ELEEEPEBEBEEDNPOS 
An Examitation of amans 
. eſtate before God, 


Col 0$$. 4.8. 


Whom T have ſent unto you for the ſame pur 
poſe, that he may knowe Jour eſtate and 
comfort your hearts. 


nr of mens everlaſting conditions, ei- 
ther in heaven or hel}: So that when we que- 
ſtion about a mans eſtate, we queſtion , Whe- 
ther he be in Chr;ſt or not ; Whether he have 
true grace, yea or no; Whether he be one of 
Gods children or no ; or whether hee be yer 
no better then a reprobate. 

There be three things to be conſidered in 
this definition of every mans eſtate. Firſt , ic 
is a relation unto God ; not as a man is in him+ 
ſ:|fe, it may berich , it may be poore inthe 
world; but I ſpeake here as he 1s in relation 
towards God , Whether he be rich rowards 

*® 4 God 


THE eſtate of a man before God V2. 
639) [2 is the relation that he ſtandeth in Race be” 
by SF unto God, as God is the free fore God 
az wy fountaine of all ſpirituall life is. 

and ſalvation, and the determi-- ' 


Rom.16, 
20, 


Ezh. 4, 18, 


"4 'Selfe Examination. 


God,yea pr no, Idoe not ſpeake as a man in 
regard of others; it mzy be heis a father ora © 


ſonne, a maſter or a ſervant .a king ora ſub- 
je: but in relation.to'God , Whether Gods 
ſervant or no,Gods child or no. Salute Apelles, 
faith Paul, and he telleth us 'in what eſtate 
Apelles was in before God,namely,in an eſtate 
of approbation , approved in (/hriſt. And the 
ſame Apoſtle ſpeaketh on the contrary of the 
unconverted Gentiles,that they were ftranger- 
from the life of God,Epheſ.4. 18. Secondly,As it 
15a relation unto God, ſo it is a ſtanding rela- 
tion: That wherein he ſtandeth rowards God, 
that is a mans eſtate before God. There is a 
difference betweene one that doth fin and one 
that isin the ſtate of ſins A child of God may 
ſinne,but he is not in a ſtate of fin; you cannor 
call him a wicked man. So alfo there is diffe- 
rence betweeue one that doth ſome good a- 
ctions and one that is in a good eſtate: A car- 
nall man may doe ſome good things, but he is 
not in a good eſtate. Theeſtate of a man is a 
ſtanding thing, ir is the relation that he ſtand- 
eth in towards God. Thicdly,It is the relation 
thata man ſtandeth intowards God as hee is 
the free fountaine of | ATE life aad ſalvation. 
It is not every ſtanding relation towards God: 


Fora man may be conſidered in relation t6 
God asa Creatour , and ſo the heavens and 
the earth and the. very brute beaſts ſtand in 
relation to God as they are his creatures ; as 
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they why eſtate that we ſpeae of, 


Selfe Examination.  ”. 


ationto God as the free giver of 
ſpirituall life and ſalvation (He is free, he may 
chooſe whether he will give it or no. ) Now 

this is a mans eſtate, the relation hee ſtandeth 
inunto God , Whether the Lord hath giver 
himhis ſaving grace, yea or no ; ſpirituall life \ 


| in Cariſt Jeſus,yea or no; title to heaven and by 


ſalvation , yea or no ? -This is the meaning | 
when we ſpeake of a mans eſtate. It isſaid of - Rn 
Sodom, T hey were ſinners before God: that is, gen.r3.rz 
they were1n a bad eftate,a ſtare of (ine. Itis , p42'6 
ſaid of Zachary and Elizabeth,They were both "© 
righteous before God; that's, they were both in i. 
a very good ſtate. 6. 
All Chriſtians believe that there is a God: Ov/erv.. 
It behoverh every: one now to conſider in Miniſters 
what eſtate he ſtanderh to this God. This is a T7055. 
great queſtion that wee which are Miniſters the eſtate 
ought to demand of our people,to know their of their 
eſtates. Sys eT, peoples 
Firſt, becauſe we are ſheepherds, and are Reaſons 
bound to look well how it ſtandeth with our 1+ 
fiock. If we doe not labour to know your e- 
ſtates, we can never look well to your foules. 
Conſider that place in the Proverbs, Be dil;- y —_ 
gent to knoW the ſtate of thy flock,and lookwell to ” 
thy herds. Where the wiſe man firſt requireth 
that we ſhould looke well ro our flocks , and 
then direteth us in the manner how, viz. by 
being diligent to know their eſtate how it ſt3- 
dech with them. Secondly, 


4 


r. Theſſ. 3- 
7 


v3 
« 


_ children: How if they ſhould be lick © How if 


Pilty, 2, 


3%. 
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Secondly,we are Gods labourers ; and wee ' 


muſt know in what eſtate our work ſtandeths 
elſe we may labour and labour and all in vain; 
we may preach and exhort and call upon our 
people to heare and to believe and obey, and 
all this may ſtill be in vain, if we doe not en- 
quire in what eſtate they are. This is the rea- 
fon why Paul could not-forbeare ſending and 
enquiring how it ſtood with the Theſſaloni- 
ans,in whac eſtate they were in, how it went 
with their faith , whether they Kept it or no, 
leſt the tempter had tempted them,and his la- 


bour ſhould have been in vain ; for ſo it had 


been for all his preaching and teaching them, 
if they had not been in a good eſtate: there- 
fore he ſent to know. 

Thirdly , we are to take the care and the 
charge of your ſoules: Now then how can'wee 
be quiet it we doe not. know in what eſtate 
your ſoules be ? A good father cannot be at 
quier if he doe not know how itis with his 


undone? Oh ir would comfort a good father 
to know his children to be in good cife: Butif 
it were otherwiſe with them,though it would 
grieve him much , yet he had rather know it 
then nor ; for if he know it he can better tell 
what to do. So it was with the Apoſtle; his ve- 
ry bowels yerned upon the Philippians,0h my 
poore people , thought he , 1 Wonder what eftate 
they be in. How if they totter ? Haw if they miſ- 


carry? 


carry ? How if the devill have tempted them to 

nie and to apoſtatize ? How if they be troubled 
of conſcience ? He could never be at quiet till he 
knew their eſtate: / rr#ſt in the Lord Jeſus, faith 
he,to ſend Timotheus ſhortly unto you that 1 alſo 
may be of good comfort when I know your eſtate. 
He had a great care of their ſoules, and there- 
Ffore it would comfort his heart to know what 
eſtate they were in. 

' Fourthly,we are teachers, and therefore we 
muſt know the eſtate of our people : other- 
| wiſe we are ignorant what doctrine to provide 
for them,what points to handle among them. 
Paul in this Epiſtle to the Colloſſians , know- 
| ing onely their eſtate in the generall,delivereth 


abundance of generall precepts and exhorta- 
tions unto them: he deſcribeth unto them the 
myſtery of Chriſt, admoniſheth them to cone 
tinue ſtedfaſt therein , to embrace the preach- 
ing of the word,to beware of Philoſophy and 
the vain traditions and ſophiſtry of men, to 
take heed of doting upon ceremonies , which 
are all ended in Chriſt , to fer their affetions 
on heaven,to mortifie the deeds of thefleſh,to 


j put off the old man; he warneth them to be lo- 


 ving and humble: he biddeth wives doe their 
duties to their husbands,and husbands to love 
their wives;children to obey their parents,and 
parents to encourage their children ; ſervants 
to - their maſters,and maſters to deal well 
with their ſervants; all to continue in prayer, 


watchfulneſle, 
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(01.4 be 


6 " Selfe Examination. 


watchfulneſſe,thankſgiving,to walk wiſely to: 
wards them that are without, to be carefull o 

godly and holy communication: Thus know- 
1ng their eſtate onely for the general! he tea- 
cheth them in generall,and therefore now hee 
concludeth,as if he ſhould fay', 7 feak ſome- 
What generally becauſe I doe not know your eſtates 


in particular; and therefore I ſend to you T ychie 


c14,4 fuithfull good miniſter ,;that he may learn 
Jonr etates in particular ,and dea'e with you ans 
ſwerably. It may be ſome of you want corroſives; 
it may be ſome of ,you wai:t cordials ; it may be 


» ſome have need to be ſearched and humbled , ſome 


Fer $, 13. 


of you to be encouraged and comforted T have 
ſent him to enquire into your eſtates in particu- 
lar,that he may doe accordingly. Whom I have 
ſent unto you for the ſame purpoſe , that he may 
knoW your eftate and comfort your hearts. 
The uſe of this is threefold. 
Firſt, for inſtraRion. Hence we may ſee that 
a miniſter doeth but his duty when he enqui- 
reth into mens eſtates how they ſtand before 
God: It is not prying into other mens matters; 
it is not buſie-bodineſle in other mens affaires; 
it is not a ſpirit of medling:No,a miniſter doth 
but his duty when he doeth ir. How can a 
Phyſician apply true and proper phyſick vn- 
lefſe he enquire into the ſtate of mens bodies? 
Now a miniſter is a phylician to mens ſouls; 
and therefore he is ro enquire of the ſtate of 
mens ſoules how they ſtand before God. They 
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when be-is inquiſitive, 

" The ſecond uſe may be for reproof IF it 
be the duty of a miniſter to enquire of mens 
ſtates before God, then:thoſe people are too 
blame that will not make known their eſtates. 
W hat is the reaſon that fo many men abide in 
a rocten- eſtare,but becauſe they are loth to 0- 
pen truly arid! tully what they are to Gods 
miniſters? Nay many are like them in the pro- 
phet 19/0 /ay to the Seers, See nor. They would 
not have Godd mmniſters ſee what they do,nor 
ſee what thgey/-are.. I confeſſe there be ſome 
that will open ſomething about their eſtates, 
but will:not*flll they know by themſelves: 
They keep in the main ; like ſome fooliſh cli- 
ents who miſinform their Counſell , making 
their caſe better then indeed it is, and fo their 
cauſe miſ-carrieth: So ſome keep in that which 
would give moſt light to judge of their e- 
ſtates: But this ought not ſo to be. Icantell 
you an example ot onethat being troubled a- 
bout his eſtate before God , and ſomemini- 
ſters being by,0h,ſaith he, 7 will tell you all that 
T know of my> [elfe; I'le not hide'a ſyllable from 
904: and;if- 1 be:yet no better then a wretch, 1 be« 
ſeech you tell me plainly that I am (0 ; andif Ie 
in (hriſt,1 beſeech you prove it plainly nw xs 

1s 


Selfe Examination. . on” 
/ to | are men of Belial that ſay, ”hbat*muſt the mini« 
fer know all? and.( an there be nothing done bat 
the miniſter muſt heare of it 6 Theſe are very e- 
vil! ſpeeches. The miniſter doth but his duty 
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F Selfe Examination, 
This min took a right counſe, and thereby 
through Gods mercy came ina little ſpace to 
the aſſurance of his own bleſſed. eſtate and? 
condition, 

Thirdly , for exhortation. Let Gods mini- ' 
ſters know of your eſtates , that they may be 
able to ſpeak to you accordingly. By this 
means they may ſpeak words in due ſeaſon, 
and likewiſe houſe-holders give every one his 
portion. If you had but a cut finger , would 
not you be glad to have the right plaſter? and | * 
if you had a burning fever, would:you not de- | 
fire the right remedy? How much morein cu- | | 
ring the ſicknefle of the ſoule. | | 

Now from the text it ſelf without any cut- | 
ting up of the words, weemay gather foure } ! 
propoſitions: \, #—_— 

1. That thereis an eſtate that every man | * 
- in,cither an eſtate of grace, or an eſtate of | | 

in. 

2. . Thar this ſtate may be known, 

3. Thatevery man ſhould be willing to 
have his eſtate examined, that it may be known 
whether it be good or no. 

4. That a man can never have true com- 
fort till it bee known that hee is in agood e- 
ſtare. , 

1. For the firſt , That there is.an eſtate 
that every one is in,cither of grace or ſin ; See 
this in Simon Magus: 7 percezve, ſaith S.Perter, 
thou art in che gall of bitterneſſe and in the bond 


of 
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of iniquity. See, he telleth him what eſtate he 
was in,v:z.2 very bad eſtate,in a deſperate and 


© damnable condition, In this ſtate of fin and 


miſery are all they that are not renewed by 
Chit Jeſus. And for theother ſee an exam- 


ple, Rom. 16.7. Salute Rufus choſen in the Lord: £0116 7, 


The text there telleth us what eſtate he was 
in,a very good eſtate; He was a man in Chriſt, 
«—_ man,that is,a man in the ſtate.of grace 
and falyation. 1n this eſtate are all they that 
are called and {anQified, and made new crea- 


' tures unto God. Every man is in one of the 


two eſtates. there is no middle eſtate which is 
neither the one nor the other, butin one of 
theſe two are all the whole world. The reaſon 
is, | 

1. From everlaſting the world was divi- 
ded onely into two ranks , either EleR or Re- 
probates. 

2. Here in this life the world is divided 
onely into two companes , either Godly or 


y- | 
3- At theday of judgement the Lord will Math. 25, 


divide the whole world onely into two ſorts, 3*- 
either Sheep or Goats. | 


II. For the ſecond propoſition, This eſtate 2.Prop. 
may be known : Eſpecially every man may E<& 
come to the knowledge of his own eſtate be- 17? 


fore God. I do not ay that every man may 
know whether he be ele or reprobate : yet 


this Iſay too, That a godly ſoule may ___ 
at 


Tort 
chat it is elefed to'life. The Apoſtle exhorts 
eth all that are godly ro give diligence to make 


their eleftion ſure, 2.Pet. 1.10. He that attain-: 
eth to that taith which the Apoſtle calleth che. 
faiths Gods eleft,, Titus 1.1. and receiveth the 


word of God ,as Paulfaith the Theſſalonians 
did;atid thence concludeth they were choſen 
of God, i.Thefl. 1.4: 5.tte may attain to much 
aſſurance of his election: But though a godly 
mari may know he iselefed of God , yet for 
reprobation the caſe is not alike: 1, Becauſe 
ungodlinefſe is not alwies joyned with per- 
ſeverance. 2. Befides , God hath many-reafons 
why he doth not reveal mens reprobation un- 
to them: They Would- then be outragious in 
evill, deſperate in wickedneſſe ; there could be 
no'order or government in humane life :- Be- 
tides that, the form of Chriſts adminiſtration 
of his kingdome could not be fo as it now is 
for Chriſt hath bid his 'miniſters preachthe 
Goſpelicoevery creature, to 'whole pariſhes 
and towns,and except none: - Chriſt will not 
tell his miniſters/ 'whgch bereptobates and 
which not{thar they- may preach unto all, and 
| Iabourto work upon every ſoul ; and there is 
nonein a pariſh but che miniſter muſt look 
upon him as'one who may be ſaved ;* Chriſt 
will-nottell his people which be reprobates, 
that they may look upon every one as'ont 
that may be wonne to the faith for anything 


they know; Chrift will not tell the reprobares. 


themſelves 
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1y one of them. may come tothe uſc-of the 


pmecans; How do: they know bur they may 


finde grace? . Yea,and the Lord doth ſeriouſly 
ca.l them; and it is their fault if chey obey 
nor.. It is Gods infinite mercy, that election, 
which is ſuch a comfortable point, m:y þere- 
vealed ro Gods children ,.and that reprobati- 
on, which is ſo intolerable and bitter, is not 
revealed to the reprobate. .NevertheleſfſtJet 
me adde Thar ſome particular men; have 
known the:r own reprobation , as Cain and. 


- themſelves that they are reprobates, that eve- 


Judas, &c. And there be ſhrewd ſignes of it: 51ceq 


(1 doe not ſpeak it as thovgh 1 meant to per- 6 
twade any man that he is one , but onely that 


he may take heed of them. 


1. Maliceing the known truth is 'a very 
ſhrewd ſigne: As,when men. know that god- 
linefle is pleaſing to God, and yet they hate a 
man forit ;- when men knowe the miniſter zs 
commanded to rebuke (in and yet they will 
pite him for ſo doing::this is a very ſhrewd 
igncs Paul:perfecuted che truth; bxt yet , faith 
e.l obteined mercy becauſe: I didit 19gnerantly; 
Tim. 1.13. intimating that it he had done. it 
gainſt knowledge he had been in danger to 
ave found no mercy. And therefore -yee that 
ock and hate thoſe wates which God hath 
ommanded,T beſeech you, take heed leſt yee 
in gapardonably. 


rMQ 
, 


gnes of it 


2. Abſolute apoſtaſie is a ſhrewd (ligne. - 
A 
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Reaſons 
I 


s. Fob. 3.8 


1.Foh, 3.3. 
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eſtate, in e ſtate of true hope in Chriſt. m_ 
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too of reprobation: When men have been ve- 
ry forward in the profeſſion of the truth, and 
fal totally away and prove miſerably profane, 
as the Apoſtle ſheweth, Heb.6.6. 

3. /Finall impenitency. This [is an infalli- 
ble ſigne of reprobation,when a man liveth in 


fin,dieth in fin , and'goeth away without re- 
pentance. L»k.13.3.Except yee repent yee ſhall 


likewiſe periſh. There be many of us have ſtood 
out long in impenitency; let us take heed leſt 
if x ſtay any longer we fall upon this great 
EVIL, -- 

T return to the point: A man may come 
tothe knowledge of his owne eſtate before 
God. Idoenot mean, Whether he bein the 
ſtate of eleAion or reprobation; but he may 
know, Whether hebe in the ſtate of ſalvation 
or damnation, that is, Whether he be in the 
way that leadeth to heaven or hell, Whether 
he bein ſuch a caſe that if he dienow he ſhall 
be faved'or not faved:: Every man may thus 
know: ih what eſtate. he is. 

'F./,, Becauſe the word of God ſheweth a 
manthis: As for-example, Hee that committet 
ſn of the Devill. Mark; the Apoſtle telleth us 
whateſtate that .man is in that liveth in ſin, 


ina'very bad eſtate. So on the contrary ; Hee 


that hath his hope purgerh himſelfe. Mark;the A- 
poſtle telleth us what eſtate that man is in 
who purgeth himſelfe;  heis ina very good 
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herit the kingdome of heaven. So that ifa man 
- | will but ſearch the word,and believe that,God 
n | doth fay true,he may know his eſtate. 

- 2. Without thisknowledge a man cannot 
# | havean accuſing oran excuſing conſcience in 
d f reſpec ofhis eſtare: but men may have, yea 


| | many men have,a conſcience acculing them of 


at | being in a very bad eſtate ; and many men 
have an exculing conſcience that plainly doth 


ie | witneſſe that they are ina very good and gra- - 
re || cious eſtate. / and my people are wicked , laith Exod.g. 27 


he # Pharaoh. His conſtience did accuſe him of be- 


ay þ ingin a bad eſtate. 7 ans holy, faith David; 1 am pſu. 86., 


nf thy ſervant. His conſcience told him he was in 
hef the ſtate of grace. So that yee need not goe far 
er to know what eſtate you are in: thereis thac 
allf in your boſome that can decide the matter, 
us 3. Mencannotdeſire nor flie from an un- 
known eſtate: But men are commanded to flie 
h af from a bad eſtate , and ſeek out a good one: 
e1hy Therefore they may know the one and the 


ſo r.Cor.6.10.the Apoſtle nameth divers who 
are not in the ſtate of ſalvation but of dam- 
J nation: if they die in ſuch caſe they cannot in- 
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us} other. O generation of vipers, who hath warned 14-3-7.8. 


1n,f you to flie from the wrath to come? Bring forth 
Hee” therefore fruits meet for repentance , ſaith John 
A-jj to the Phariſees. He ſuppoſech theſe men 
; inf} might eafily know that they were inavery bad 
zodJ eſt,or elſe how could he ſay thus unto them? 
\ndj} BeforeIcome to the Uſes let us confidec 
ſo] theſe three things. A 2 1. That 
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'-T. Thatevery man living is borne in a ve- 
ry badeſtate. We all know it well ; but oh 
that we would conſider it 1 We areall by na- @_ 
turechildren of wrath. Now here lieth the | : 
queſtion, When did wee change our eſtates? | | 
We are in the ſame ſtate of damnation wher. 
in we were born,eicept we are come out of it. 
I ſay,here lieth the queſtion, Whether we are 
come out of it or no, whether wee have men- 
ded our eſtate. 

2. Conſfiderthat the greateſt part of the 
world never mend their eſtates: Bur as they 
were born ina curſed eſtate;ſo they live & die 
in it. -And 1 ſpeak not this of heathen oneiy; 
but alas! how many in che vifble Church doe 
ſo? How many were there in the Church of 

Philippi whom the Apoſtle could not think of 
without weeping when he conſidered in what 
eſtate they were.So in the Church of Corinth, 
not-many wiſe,not many rich,not many noble 
ralled; but commonly the meaneſt in the eye 
of the world were in the beſt eſtate towards 
God. Nay more then ſo : Many of them who 
ſeek ro get into a good eſtate miſle of it and 
periſh. See Lul:- 13 24 Strive ro enter in at the 
ſtraight gate:Mark;it's a ſtrait gate,and lerteth 
but few in:for many ſhall [eek to enter in & ſhall] PO 
»ot be able. Here and there a few even whereſj quit 
the conſtant miniſtery is. real 

3. Conſider thatit is a marvellous hardj 7: 

ting to paſſe from ſtate unto ſtate , from | © 
ba(c8pr ov 
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bad to.a good eſtate. There is a very vaſt gull 
berween the ſtate of (in and the ſtate of grace, 
, | andit is marvellous hard to paſſe it. Theſe 
> | things premiſed,the uſes follow. 
: I. This point may be many waſtes uſefull. 7/e 7. 
, | Firſt, for inſtruction. If God hath made it Of [n- 
e | poſſtbleunrous to find out what eſtate every ftrwuft;o; 
- 5 one of us isin, then ſure he would have us go Ir is ever 
aboutit and enquire after it. God might have 9215 dur 
e | lefc us to periſh in our naturall blindneſſe,ne- 7 © 
y FP ver to have known in what caſe wee had been «@{41;c. 
6 | untill we were paſt recovery. Firſt, wee are all 
y; wanderers from God and from the wates of. 
Je | peace ; and therefore Gad mightuſtly have 
of | ſuffered us for ever to have wandred , and ne- 
of | ver to have been able to find out whether we 
13 | had been right or wrong. Secondly,God hath 
th, j dealt fo with ſome: He hach ſuffered ſome to 
Jlef| £0 0n all their daies blindfold to hell. Thus 
ye | the Lord dealc with the Scribes and Phariſees; 
ds | Let them alone,ſaith he , they be blind leaders of xry 15,14 
hol the blind: and if the blind lead the blend.they will | 
indÞl #9th fall into the ditch. Yee ſee the Lord hath 
;þ;} dealc ſo wich ſome; and tit is his mercy he hath 
ethf] 2ot dealt ſo with us. Sith God hath made it 
al] poſſible for us ro know, it is our duty to en- 
\eref quire after it: And that yet further for theſe 
reaſons: 

ard} 1- Firſt, beczuſe the Lord commanded it: Realorc 
mi Exam: your own ſelves whether ye be ia thefaith z.Cor.13.5 
badfprove your ſelves: how ye mr your own ſelus,horw . 

; A 3 thax 
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that eſwa (rift 1 in you, except yee be repro= 


bates 2 Where yee ſeethe Apoſtlecommand- 
eth the duty of ſelfe-triall: And conſider 
how he preſſeth it upon us: 1. Doe yee not know 
what an eſtate you are in? Then examine and en- 
quire. 2. Doe yee thinke yee are in a good eſtate? 
Look ye prove it, be ſure ye be not in an erronr, 
Doe yee objeFF yee doe not know, neither can yee 

know? No? then your eſtate ts very bad: finde out 

ſome good tokens in youexcept yee be reprobates. 

This command makes it a clear duty. | 

2. But a ſecond reaſon to prove it our du- 

ty to enquire what eſtate we are in, is, be- 

cauſe without the knowledge thereof wee 
can never have any true peace in our conlci- 

ences: The conſcience muſt needs be without 


peace fo long as wee are ignorant of what e- 


ſtate we are in: Being juſtified by faith we hate 
peace with God through our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 
Firſt the Apoſtle ſheweth their eſtate ; they 
werein a ſtate of j«ſtification : and from the 
knowledge thereof they had peace. Wee are 
bound to get true peace to our conſciences: 
Oh,what a lamentable maze are we in till our 
conſciences have peace | And this they cannot 
haveuntill we are fully acquainted in what 
caſe we ſtand before God: e1cquaint thy ſelfe 


F0b.22.21 p;thGod,and be at peace. 


3- Thirdly,we can neither be fit for any 
duty of Gods worſhip as long as we know not 


what eſtate we are in ; We can never bee fit for | 
any | 
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Selfe Examination: 17. 
any holy duty,ro heare,pray,receive the facrs- ;Ccor.xe.” 


' ment: Let a man examine him{elfe,and ſo let him 28+ 


eat,&c.Firſt he muſt examin in whateſtate he 

is before he can be fit for that high ſervice. So 

for repentance: Let us ſearch and try onr Waies, Lam.3.40. 
and turne again to the Lord:firſt find our ſelves 
inan ill eſtate,and then return.So for joy;lt is 
a duty to rejoyce inthe Lord:but we are never 
fit for rejoycing till we have proved what e- 
ſtate weare in: Let every man prove hus owne 
work ; ſo ſhall he have rejoycing. We can never 
be fit for any duty untill we know in what e- 
ſtate we are in, becauſe every duty varieth ac- 
cording asthe eſtate of every man is. To in- 
ſtance in prayer;He that is not in the ſtate of 
grace muſt pray one way ,and he that is in the 
ſtate of ſalvation muſt pray another way: -the 
one , that he may be converted and broughe 
home to God ; the other , that hee may bee 
ſtrengthned and encreaſed in grace. And ſo 
for the duty of hearing, &c. 

The ſecond uſe is for direRion; to let us un- 
derſtand by what means we may know what '”_: 
eſtate we are in.there be 4 means to know this ”"_—_— 

t. By our outward and inward actions. I |,onet © 
do not fay,by our ontward a&tions:For a man what eſt: e 
may be in the eſtare of hypocriſie , and yer his we are u. 
outward ations may be good. Neither doe I 
fay by *our inward ations alone: F. r1man 
may be inthe ſtate of ſelfe-deceit, and yet ſay 
his heart is good, and his meaning and minde 

A 4 So0d, 
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good. But I ſay, by them both put together. 
Our Saviour ſerteth it out by a treezevery good 
tree bringeth forth good fruit : but a corrupt rree 


 *7, bringeth forth corrupt fruit.So if the heart brin- 


seth forth the fruit of righteouſneſſe, joy in 


good rhings,patience, meekneſle, gentleneſſe, 


love,obedience,godly converſation, &c, Theſe 
evidence a good eſtate: bur if the heart bring- 
eth forth deadneſſe,carchlineſſe,impatience,e- 
vill converſation, &c. theſe are corrupt fruits 
and {ignes of a very bad eſtate. 

2, Yee may know whateſtates yee are in 
by your inclinations and diſpoſitions, from 


Pal, 119. whence theſe ations proceed. Are your hearts 


inclined heaven-ward and God-watd, as Das» 


vid? Are yee bent to holineſſe and ſelfe-deni- 


all,&c. as a bow 1s bent to ſhoot the arrow? 
This isa ſigneof a good eſtate: as 1. Chron. 
22.19.there is ſpeech of ſerting the heart to ſeek. 
Gad. Yee, know when a man will doe a thing 
indeed,we ſay he :5 [ct on't.It may be vee doe 
ſome good duties , make ſome faire offers of 
ſeeking God. but are your hearts ſet on't? or 
areithey fer on theworld and inclined earth- 
ward? The inclinations of every creature in 
the world doe ever ſhew what the creature is, 
How doe we know that a ſtone is heavy ? Be- 
cauſe it inclineth dowoward. How do wee 
know thot a, man 1s cholerick? Becaufe he isin- 
clined unto wrath. So a mans eſtate may bee 
known by his conſtant inclination either ta- 
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good or evill. 3. One 
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3. - One may know what eſtate he's in by 


1 reflexive act which is proper onely to man. 


There is an at in mans ſoul (wecall ita reflex 
at ) which nc creature hath but onely man, 
whereby he can perceive what himſelfe is and 
doeth. When a man thinketh or ſpeaketh, hee 
can refle& upon himſelf and perceive what he 
thinketh or ſpeaketh: when he prayeth, he can 
reflet upon his own heart, and perceive how 
it carrieth it ſelf all along in his prayers. Ifay 
no creature in the world hath in it this refle- 
xive a& but only man. The fire burneth, but ic 
cannot reflec upon its own burning - Ocx/rs 


not ſee that it doth ſee; that is, That creature 


| doth not perceive what it doeth whenit ſeeth. 
But every man hath this reflexive aRt in him, , 


whereby he is privy to what himjelf thinketh, 


doeth, 1s. None knoWerth the things of a man [ave 
the Spirit of a man that is in bim. This is the rea- 
ſon why ſome know not what eſtate they are 
in, becauſe they choake their owne ſpirit,and 
hoodwink their conſciences. Thine own heart 


non videt ſe videre, The eyeſeeth ,but it doth. 


I.C0re2, 
'TI 


knoweth how it is with thee, and would faith- 


fully tell thee if thou wouidſt enquire of ic 
and nearken unto it. Search with Gods can- 
dle,and chou maiſt eaſily find what is in thee. 
The Spirit of a man us the candle of the Lord, 


Þ ſearching all the 1award parts of the belly. 


4.. Ye may know what eſtate ye are in by 
2 certain kind of feeling. - As there is a kinde 
5 


Prov.20. 
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F 


of bodily feeling whereby every man know- | | 


eth the eſtate of his body whether he be ſick 
or in health, fo there is a ſpirituall feeling, The 
Luk,24:32 two Diſciples did feel their hearts burn : Paul 
did feel a-great combate in him between the 
Ep.4. 19. fleſhand the ſpirit: So if men be covetous and 
worldly , they may feel it. Yet indeed ſome 
men be paſt feeling;Their caſe is the worſe be- 
cauſe they cannot feel how bad it is: But for 
the moſt, they may eaſily teele what theic 
Ve 3. eſtate is. £5 
Impedis Thethird uſe is,to ſhew you the impediments 
»eurs, Fat binder this knowledge. If you would at- 
tain to know what eſtate you are in, then re- 
move the impediments;which are 
1. Vainthoughts. Men who are in a ſtate 
of fin and wrath, yet have many vain thoughts 
lodging within them keeping them from 
\ knowing ic: God # merciful; and Chriſt died 
for ſinners; and, T here be worſe ſinners then they; 
why ſhould they think.ſo ill of themſelves? and, 
they may be better all in good time : Thele vain 
thoughts hoodwink their eyes that they can- 
not ſee theireſtate , nor reſolve that it is ſo 
Jer. 4. 14. dangerous as indeed it is.O Ferw/alem,waſh thy 
heart from Wwickedneſſe: how long ſhall theſe vain 
thoughts lodge Within thee? They were in a very 
bad eſtare; &yet they had ſuch vainchoughts 
that they could not ſee it, 
2. Preſumption is another impediment. 


Men pray , and heare, and doe other good 
| duties, 


ee. 
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duties,and ſo take all co be well without fe- 
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in them which they had not ,- and that their 

eſtate was good, when it was nothiag ſo. 
Another let is the Cares of this life : 

| Whereby the heart is ſo occupied that itdoth 
not find toſearch its own eſtate. Therefore 


wot overcharged with the cares of this life , leſt 
that day come upon you unawares ; intimating 
that theſe cares are great lets from conſide 
ring our eſtates. 

4. Another let is an Evill conſcience: which 
affrighceth a man-ſo ſoon as he beginneth to 
ſtirre,and maketh him afraid tro goon to look 
ſoundly into his eſtate. He chat deeth evill has 
reth the light 

5. Another let is Ignorance. There #5 noxe 
that nnderſtandeth , none that ſetheth after God. 

Mark; they did not ſeek in what-caſe they 
| ſtood before God becauſe they did not un- 
derſtand. 

6. Another let is Spirituall ſloth and fug- 
giſhneſle of heart. Men cannot endure to take 
paines with their own hearts cill they have 
made out a true judgement in what caſe they 
are: They begin and quickly give over ; and ſo 
for want of diligence and paines-takins make 
nothing ſure. | 

The laſt uſe is for exhortation ; That all 
men 


odicean people. They thougft they had that *** a7 


our Saviour faith, Take heed that your heares be Luk. 11,35 


-: oa 4 


men would beſtirre themſelves and ſet in ear- 


Creature,Jea-or no ? Doth my ſoule live to God or 
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neſt upon this enquirie. That we may every 
one know in whay ſtate we ſtand. | 
| 


1. Conſider,this is an enquiry about our 
fouls. We enquire about our outward man, a- 
bout the eſtate of our bodies,and worldly af- | 
faires,&c.oh, let us not neglect this main en- 
quiry!, Am 1 in Chriſt,yea or no? Am l a new | 


0? 

2. Conſider , this is a queſtion about our 
everlaſting eſtate. We can never have com - 
fort untill we have put this out of queſtion, 
and therefore this is a queſtion which all que- 
ſtions muſt give way unco. If ye benot in 
Chciſt,ye had need lay aſide all,and look a- | 
bout it only. How can men ear,drink ſleep, 
&c.lith the wrath of God abideth upon all 
unbelievers? Me thinks our ſouls ſhould take 
no content , do nothing elſe but faint after 
Chriſt,uncill we know our intereſt in him. I 
ſay again, This is the grand enquiry, that buſi- 
neſſe which all buſineſſes muſt give place un- 
to. Oh,the (loth of our fouls ! Let us in time 
awake and rouſe them up,and never reſt untill 
we know our own eltate to be good before 
God,that ſo our hearts may have comfort,and 


that with God, 


FINIS. 


